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iJUiKI  Sadno,  et  g1 


-  Defendants  - 

AFFIDAVIT 
TODOROId  Sakne 


I  entered  the  YOIdURI  Press  in  October  1917  end 
au  now  director  of  The  YOIIIURI  c  repatriate  relief 
association  Juridical  person  in  the  press  conpany. 

At  the  tine  of  tr.!=  lionchurian  Incident  I  was  a 
reporter  of  the  YOM.oRi!  P'oss  and  in  charf^e  of 
reporting  on  ’'.no  Aray.  Thoveforo  I  was  favored  with  a 
chance  of  seeing  M-fr.istv*  of  V^ar  ARAKI  often.  In  ny 
touch  with  hia  I  learrod  bv  his  taly.s  and  deeds  that 
he  was  unlike  other  soldiers,  a  hui.iaritarian  and 
pacifist,  I  aoopiy  respected  hin,  and  our  intercourse 
has  lasted  till  today. 

During  uy  Journalist  life  connected  with  the 
licuy  the  affairs  that  I  caue  in  touch  with  were  the 
JJarch  Affair,  the  I/fcnchurlan  Incident  end  the 
Oct^C'bor  Incident  in  1931,  the  I.t.y  15  Incident  in  1932, 
tho  yKIMPEITAT  Incident  in  1933;  the  AIZ/iWA  Incident 
in  1935  end  tho  Jobruary  26  Incident  in  1936. 

In  tne  suciuier  of  1931,  Jh*.  APfilCE  was  transferred 
from  the  nositlon  of  the  6th  Division  Cominander  at 
KUlIaMCTO  to  that  of  the  Chief  of  the  Gereral  Affairs 
Department  of  the  Inspector  General  of  llii.itary 
Training.  His  r.ov/  position,  a  mere  administrative 
official,  in  the  Inspectrate  General  o:  Iiilitary  Training, 
had  scarcely  any  relation  with  the  central  administration. 
Therefore  we  reporters,  paid  him  no  attention. 

In  that  autumn,  however,  tho  so-called  October 
Incident  broke  out,  v/hen  the  officers  v/ho  had  participated 
in  ii.  recomriiendad  hin  as  a  leader  of  military  admlnis- 
trotioi  because  of  sis  noble  character.  At  once  he 
dec  lined  the  ol.to.v.  On  the  night  of  the  Incident,  at 
tho  request  of  luni'tsr  of  War  MINAllI,  he  went  to  their 
ncetiug  place.,  and  aasorted  at  the  risk  of  his  life 
tliat  such  a  private  a.'''’1cn  should  not  be  allowed  in 
view  of  the  fumdumc-ntal  character  of  the  Imperial 
Army.  He  persuaded  them  v/ith  the  law  of  Jusiiioe  to  give 
up  the  plot.  This  v'on  tho  admiration  of  the  Army 
authorities  and  sincere  civilians.  It  was  then  that 
I  for  tho  first  tamo  ncti.csd  ARAKI  who  was  a  great 
incarnation  of  anti-Fascism,  (The  participants  of  the 
Incident  were  arrested  by  gendarmeries  by  orders  of 
Minister  of  V/ar  MIN/JJI,  Later  they  were  handled  with 
administrative  measures. 

It  v/as  at  a  press  interview  several  days  after 
his  appointment  of  the  Lllnister  of  War  that  I  saw 
him  in  person.  At  that  time  he  explained  about  three 
principles.  The  first;  the  Manchurian  Incident  with  its 
hostilities  should  be  settled  at  the  earliest  possible 
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date,  lest  it  should  lead  to  the  all-front  war  between 
Japan  and  China.  The  second;  the  ideas  of  soldiers  and 
civilians  in  the  country  were  in  great  confusion,  for 
there  were  still  decayed  and  lethargic  people,  while 
others  ran  to  coiumunisn  or  Naziism  in  their  anger 
at  the  stagnation  of  administration  and  diplomacy. 

This  was  all  due  to  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  true  way 
for  Japan  to  tread.  They  should  be  urged  to  recognize 
this,  k  moral  p.rincip3e  should  be  established,  viiich 
was  the  path  through  heaveu  and  earth,  as  in  the  Imperial 
Rescript,  v/as  in  accordance  v/ith  humanity,  was  applicable 
at  precent  or  in  the  past  and  realizable  abroad  and  at 
home.  The  third;  he  desired  the  Foreign  Office 
authorities  to  make  best  efforto  to  have  the  League 
of  Nations  and  other  counrr.^ss  to  recognize  the  realities 
of  Ijanchukuo  and  uhe  Far  .JASt. 

Thus  the  nev/ly-appointCid  lllnlster  of  War  calmly 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  the  earliest  possible 
settlement  of  the  Lanohu.rlan  iucidcnt,  urged  self- 
retrospectaoii  and  awal:tr....':g  on.  The  part  of  the  Japanese 
people  and  earnesty  c.mpl'as.*./,od  International  cooperation. 
That  v.'es  more  tlien  v/e  had  e/.peoteJ  and  v/e  v/ere  sur¬ 
prised  . 

The  first  thing  that  Ilinlster  of  War  AR/v-Kl  did 
was  a  v/holesale  personrol  enifting  in  the  Army.  In 
his  opinion  the  Army  should  he  relied  upon  v;ith  respect 
by  the  naaion.  /i-nd  yot  it  was  usually  eyed  v;lth 
suspicion  because  of  the  March,  Gccober  and  other 
Incidents.  In  order  to  do  exvay  with  this  suspicion  on 
the  part  of  the  nt.tion.  cnarifying  the  personnel 
administration  war.  the  first  pto.Tequ;.  site.  He  said 
it  was  necessary  to  appoint  to  uLo  oen^'i-al  Important 
posts  such  characters  ac  not  likely  lo  be  criticised 
by  the  nation  rather  th.er  mer.  of  neve  a.v.lity. 

In  fact  he  ter  realized  steadily  .shifting  of 
leading  personr;*-!  in  ths  Army.  lie  appointed  Lt,  Gen, 
to  Vice-  Minister  of  War.  Lt-  Gon.  YIJV.OIO,  to 
Chief  of  the  of  Military  Affa.Lr.s,  end  Lt.  Gen. 

iU.TSUlTRl,  to  Ch-ef  of  the  Board  of  illlitery  Personnel 
iJ*faira,  Thus  he  appointed  to  imuortaiit  posts 
truotv/orthy  men  of  ea’abJi&aed  rep’?tn:lon,  and  even  as 
to  the  posioions  at  the  head  of  sections  and  bureaus, 
he  replaced  chauvinists  with  moderate  men  of  middle 
c  our  s’e , 

In  this  v;ay  the  Minister  laid  stress  on  the 
Imperial  iormy  conci  ousness ,  and  unified  all  the  in?my 
by  ma.ring  every  soldier  fulfil  his  duty  as  a  retainer 
of  the  ii.np3vcv  in  sr.rict  order.  Because  of  the  efforts 
of  hi 3.  any  ycu-ig  officer  did  not  participate  in  the 
Iky  15  IncLiot  out  of  prudence.  Such  officers  didnot 
take  any  acsive  stops  except  protecting  the  Japanese 
residents  ana  maintaining  peace  end  order  in  Ifcnchurla 
or  in  SE' JIC-iL'j: .  They  acted  in  strict  order  and  none  of 
them  tresspassed  the  right  of  self-defence  nor 
commited  atrocities. 

At  the  occurrence  of  tho  Ifey  15  Incident  a  rumor 
had  it  widely  that  tho  Amy  v/ould  enforce  matial  lav/, 

\/e  asked  him  about  It.  Ho  replied  that  there  were 
some  civilians  v/ho  advt.sed  him  to  take  this  step,  but 
thet  he  opposed  the  pronulgot ion  of  it  because  he 
enticlpeted  that  if  it  had  been  enforced  it  would  have 
given  a  chance  for  civilian  groups  to  make  use  of  it 
and  to  aggravate  the  Incident  because  they  had 
connection  with  unruly  young  officers  involved  in  the 
Incident . 
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Confused  views  resulted  fron  the  low-webbed 
administration  led  to  various  disgraceful  affairs. 

Minister  of  War  ARAKI  ascribed  them  to  a  deep- 
rooted  evil  for  many  years.  Unless  fundamental 
counter-measures  were  tekon,  such  an  incident  would 
break  out  one  aftei  another  and  might  devsxop  inter¬ 
nationally.  Therefore,  .le  said,  steps  should  be  taken 
to  make  the  cocrnuiiity  bright  from  Its  bottom.  In  the 
autumn  of  1933;  he  submitted  a  memorial  for  a  petition 
of  an  Imperial  afLiesty  to  Premier  SAJTO.  For  he 
thought,  before  es'.ebiishing  national  policies  for 
stabilizing  the  ihtornal  and  sxtornal  situations,  that 
by  an  Imperial  amnesty  criminals,  especially  political 
and  thought  criminals,  whether  they  were  leftists  or 
rightists  would  be  re.loased  and  appreciate  the 
Imperial  benevolence  and  would  stait  a  new  life,  While 
Premier  SAITO  was  deliberating  it.  Minister  of  Vfer  ARAICI 
resigned  from  office,  A.s  a  result  if  was  not  realized. 

Later  he  revealed  his  great  regret  that  fundamental  policies 
could  not  be  estsblvshod  to  stabilize  the  national  and 
international  sit uati cns. 

In  autumn  v/han  i.ho  ILsnchurian  Incident  was  finally 
settled  by  the  T/.NC-K'J  Truce  Treaty,  Minister  of  V/ar 
AUkin  proposed,  as  one  of  the  above-mentioned  stabiliz¬ 
ing  policies,  to  ho.Ld  a  Far  Eastern  peace  conference 
with  a  view  to  adjusting  Japan's  international  relations 
after  her  withdrawal  from  the  League  of  Nations, 
having  the  v/orjd  to  u:i:'.i:*ustur.d  the  real  aspects  of  peace 
restored  in  the  East,  and  solving  impending  issues 
v/ith  Russia  by  diolo.matic  negotiations.  The  Foreign 
Office  author itit ,  Jiowever,  could  not  understand 
ARAICI's  ideal  ar/i  did  not  actively  support  it  for  the 
reason  of  impracti.rab.Llitj'  Moreover,  Alii'.ICI's 
resignment  on  sccoo.it  of  illness  made  it  impossible 
to  realize  to  a  groat  disappointment  of  r.acifi.sts. 

But  its  basic  principles  wore  (i6c:c>..'’d  in  the  f.irst 
Five  Ministers  Confeier.ee  and  a  cor)raun.l.'iUa  about  it 
was  anounced  by  the  Goverrumont  in  tns  noxc  new  year. 

It  stated  briefly  and  ef.fect.lvely  the  nsesasity  of 
security  of  peace  and  nat-lonal  defence  and  international 
cooperation.  \/e  in  tlie  p.'rcss  fully  recognized 
Minister  of  War  ARAIGL's  efJuvts  toward  interndl  end 
external  peace  after  concludJng  the  TAJ'IGKU  Truce  Pact, 

In  January,  1934,.  just  bofore  his  resignation,  he 
submitted  to  Premier  Sk.rTO,  though  he  v/as  ill  in  bed, 
his  basic  suggestions  of  e:;\ejg3r;<;y  policies,  which  were 
a  summary  of  what  he  hsi  thought  to  be  important 
ne.tionel  policies.  Tnus  he  as.kad  the  Government  to 
cope  v/ith  the  situation.  The  GAITO  Cabinet,  how¬ 
ever,  had  not  sincere  intention  of  its  realization. 

Later  such  a  conference  as  a  Five  Ministers  talk  came 
to  be  held  no  more ,  The  Diet  sessions  v/ere  full  of 
political  criminavions  and  recriminations  with  a 
result  of  the  downfall  of  the  cabinet,  lOiov/ing  this, 
on  his  return  to  Tokyo  fron  his  recuperation  at  ATAMI, 

ARA:'II  expressed  a  great  regret  and  anxiety  about  t  he 
future  of  the  East,  It  happened  later  that  Minister 
of  V/er  N/iYASm  v/as  going  to  resign  and  that  ARAICI  was 
asked  to  succeed  him  again.  But  he  declined  on  tho 
ground  that  liis  policies  would  not  be  materialized 
by  such  an  insincere  cabinet  even  if  he  beca.me  a 
cabinet  member  again. 

The  SNIIITEITAI  Incident  v/as  made  up  of  extreme 
rightists.  They  planned  to  assassinate  Minister  of  War 
ARAKI  together  v/ith  other  cabinet  members,  because  they 
thought  that  his  ITinchurian  policies  and  International 
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cooperation  were  not  of  a  concerned 

was  detected  before  realization  and  all  the  concernea 

v;ere  arrested.  Those  who  had  intentionsjf ^ 

a  leader  of  Facisn  came  to  know  his  true  intentions.  . 

by  this  incident.  .  1Q16 

At  the  t3me  of  the  February  26  Incident, 

after  assacinetlr.g  ?5g!*^yy°?|*er’of'\var  KfcWA-SHIMfc 

lean  ?a?r“a  out  and  now  to  handled 

Showing  hit!  definite  measure  i^«“f“r-;''fhe 

rtLtZf Of  ?ie  iSeSfoen  YoshlyuKi 

talked^about  iSoident  was  so  serious 

If  i  LSjftaJf  if  Sve?  wufSeS!°m.!a.  SuJ/eme  War 

ree^^hf  g"of  f.e™.pfrif  of  ?fe"lS|ar?al  i.^my  and  the 

"“•’“"^faldef ^tet  It  “hO  nSfctoiLtar  had 

reL^rpr:t''a^%?s?fnie“Sf?^oL^roSnrofflcers  of 

'*^’^®°jutraft4r  the°inoldent®tL?f  were  some  who  Ins  1st  ad 

that  all  the  eoooj^^^^jlg^alsumlnf  responsibility  for 
released  to  reserve  sorvlce  gne?ala  took  the 

the  confusion  in  the  Army.  time,  but  iJVgKI 

necessary  P-^oo^hre  for  It  at  the  It 

nnrif  snnhTn^ocfsfon  S  0  nfu  ion  t^t  he  s^^^ 

rorntffofufofnt1?f4anffirofh?fAfe  ay 

nfslfn^f  ?rnm  °Z  fosf  If'nhrlnirnrJnf  Oounoillor 

array  officers.  Some  that  though  he  was 

nnfef  Ws^nnnnY  responsibility  was^K«onj_^„ 
considering  T^e  former  intended  to  expel 

°L.ni“non"?nn  .iSy!  wnu;  the  latter  wanted  him  to 

the  time  of  fo  SR-nSfJnerlfSna  .0^1^^  fy  ^  cabinet 

“cSnfrennffhsi  Ae  ••P“Y-shojad  give  aid^to  «e  Navy. 

he  had  a  very  firm  pooo^oj);  "  ^°„..™„agemont  It  would  be 
settlement,  »«oouse  even  by  one  “lo^oof^^iast  the 

ku?af;%frren’ffm"?ne?e''ne^?din5'of^^^ 
nabitriVof  ."nrnnaj 

ruSAi'on“n"ltacKf.'JfJ<I  complained  how  unmanage- 

‘fni't^rann  ttefmovle,  y^opo"  ‘,''t^^Sfn?ni-"other 
I  never  ‘‘o h^  Lvle  explained 

-  A  - 
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Army,  There  were  scenes  of  fn  ef fleer  tall'ing  with 
a  former  end  of  the  Cll'iZi^  strees  whicn  syrao^lized 
the  decadent  at  that  tine,  I  ro.norVir.  \Ve  felt 

he  pointed  out  :ho  oriuls  /epen  v/ar  c  nfre-  A^sed  wi^h  ana 
asked  for  retr:>3V5Ct.':ri  '".nd  'avskor.lr-.g  ou  van  par^  of 
the  nation  thr^uch  hJe  o.m  r.abla 

Ideas  impressed  '..s  l*upiy,  which  r'eane  hy  no  means 
aggression  or  v;iirui  actions  in  I<fencnaria. 
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